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Commissioner for Patents 
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Dear Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.97 and § 1.98, Applicant submits for consideration in the 
above-identified application the documents listed on the attached Form PTO-1449. Copies of the 
documents are also submitted herewith. The Examiner is requested to make these documents of 
record. 

The documents listed on the attached Form PTO-1449 were cited in a Japanese office 
action mailed on September 14, 2004 directed to a counterpart application. Japanese and English 
translations of this office action are attached. A certification under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e)(1) 
follows: 

11/09/2004 AUQHDAF1 00000162 031952 09667945 
03 FC:1606 160.00 DA 
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The undersigned hereby certifies that each item contained in this Supplemental 
Information Disclosure Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a 
counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of this statement. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is submitted 



^ After mailing of a final Office Action or Notice of Allowance, but before payment of the 
issue fee. 

I I A Certification under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e) is provided above and a check in the 

amount of is enclosed. 

^| A Certification under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e) is provided above and a Fee Transmittal 

form (PTO/SB/17 is attached to this submission in duplicate. 

On September 22, 2000 an information disclosure statement was submitted to the Patent 
Office enclosing European Publication No. 0847039, and on January 31, 2001, another 
information disclosure statement was submitted enclosing European Publication No. 0907160. 
Please note that the enclosed Japanese Laid Open Publication Nos. 10-214083 and 1 1-167382 
respectively correspond to these European prior art documents. 

Applicants would appreciate the Examiner initialing and returning the Form PTO-1449, 
indicating that the information has been considered and made of record herein. 

The information contained in this Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement under 
37 C.F.R. § 1.97 is not to be construed as a representation that: (i) a complete search has been 
made; (ii) additional information material to the examination of this application does not exist; 
(iii) the information, protocols, results and the like reported by third parties are accurate or 
enabling; or (iv) the above information constitutes prior art to the subject invention. 

In the unlikely event that the transmittal letter is separated from this document and the 

Patent Office determines that an extension and/pr other relief is required, Applicant petitions for 

any required relief including extensions of time and authorizes the Director to charge the cost of 
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such petitions and/or other fees due in connection with the filing of this document to Deposit 
Account No. 03-1952 referencing 393032020000 . However, the Director is not authorized to 
charge the cost of the issue fee to the Deposit Account. 



Dated: November 4, 2004 



Respectfully submitted, 

Mehran Arjomand 
Registration No. 48,23 1 

Morrison & Foersterixp 
555 West Fifth Street 
Suite 3500 

Los Angeles, California 90013-1024 
Telephone: (21 3) 892-5630 
Facsimile: (213)892-5454 
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(Translation) 

Notice of G rounds for Rejection (Office Action) 

Mailing Date: September 14, 2004 

Re: Patent Application No. HEI 11-273131 

Date of Action: September 6, 2004 
Examiner: Shinji KOMIYA 

Applied Article: Section 29 subsection 2 

The present application should be rejected for the following grounds. If the 
applicant wants to argue against the rejection, an argument shall be filed within 60 
days after the mailing date of this notice, i. e. by November 13, 2004. 

GROUNDS 

The invention as defined in the following claim of the present application 
shall not be patented under the provision of Japanese Patent Law, Section 29 
subsection 2, because they could have been easily made, prior to the filing of the 
application, by a person skilled in the art, on the basis of the inventions described in 
the following publication distributed in this or other country prior to the filing of the 
application. 

Detailed Comments (for citations, see the LIST OF CITATIONS below) 

Regarding Claims 1, 2 and 10 (Citation 1): 

Citation 1 discloses generating rendition style data in accordance with user's 
designation and generating tones- on the basis of tone color control data 
corresponding to a rendition style. Citation 1 also discloses generating a tone 
generation schedule in the form of control data for a predetermined time period and 
using the tone generation schedule for control purposes. 

Here, the rendition style data are information from which a rendition style is 
identifiable, and the tone color control data and the tone generation schedule are 
data designating tone generation timing, tone color variation, tone pitch variation, 
amplitude variation, waveform variation, etc. Because the tone generation is 
carried out on the basis of these data, these data can be considered to correspond to a 
stream of data forming a basis of waveform generation in the instant application. 
Since handling data in a packet form is a well-known technique, it can be considered 
that the inventions of claims 1, 2 and 10 in the instant application are obvious to 
those skilled in the art. 



Regarding Claims 3-5 (Citation 1 and 2): 

Citation 2 discloses performing stretch/compression control on a tone waveform 
comprising a plurality of constituent elements. It can be clearly seen that the time 
positions of the individual constituent elements are modified and shifted forward or 
rearward. Thus, as regards the tone generation schedule disclosed in Citation 1 as 
well, modifying the timing of any of a series of data to be shifted forward or rearward 
could have been easy or obvious through exercise of the ordinary creative capability 
of those skilled in the art. Also, using a random number is a matter of mere design 
choice. 

Regarding Claims 6-8 (Citation 1 and 2): 

Citation 1 discloses that the tone color control data comprise data designating 
tone pitch variation, amplitude variation, waveform variation, etc. 

Regarding Claim 9 (Citation 1 and 2): 

Technique of using data in a vector data format is disclosed in Citation 2, and 
thus the invention of claim 9 in the instant application could have been obviously 
thought out from Citations 1 and 2. 

At the moment, there appears to be no particular ground of rejection 
regarding the other claims than the above-mentioned; however, whenever any new 
ground for rejection is found, a further Office Action informing the new ground for 
rejection is issued. 

LIST of CITATIONS 

Citation 1: Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open Publication No. HEI 10-214083 

(cf. [0008], [0070] and [0089] et, al. ) 
Citation 2: Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open Publication No. HEI 11-167382 

(cf. [0038] and [0085] et, al. ) 



Record of Investigation Result of Prior Art References 

• Technical Field Investigated: IPC 7th Edition G10H 1/00 - 7/12 

• Prior Art References : Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open Publication 

No. HEI 04-301690 

Note that this Record of Investigation Result of Prior Art References in no 
way constitutes grounds of rejection. 
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EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not the citation conforms with MPEP 609. Draw a line through the citation if not in 
conformance and not considered. Include a copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 
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